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CORRECTIVE SERVICES — REMAND PRISONERS 
81. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I refer to the recent public comments attributed to the minister in The West Australian of 5 April, that instead of 
building a new prison, the minister would establish a unit within his department to determine which remand 
prisoners could be released back into the community. Has the minister established this unit; and, if so, who are the 
members of this unit? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member for his question. 
No; we have not established this unit, but we certainly have looked at all the figures of who is in our prisons, what 
they are there for and why they are there, which is part of my job. I will remind members opposite that in their 
mismanagement of the prison estate, they took the number of prisoners from 4 800 in 2011 to nearly 7 000 this 
year. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: It will be nearly 7 000 this year! One of the things that the Liberal Party forgot to tell the 
people was the cost of that. What is the cost of that? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: What is the cost of that? The cost of that — 
The SPEAKER: Minister, through the Chair, please. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The cost of that is that for every 10 prisoners locked up over a year, it is nearly $1.6 million. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: When I took over from the former government as the Minister for Corrective Services, I was 
approached — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, please. You asked your question, he is giving you the answer. Just listen. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I approached and spoke to the then commissioner about the management of the prison estate, 
and I was presented with two things. First of all — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: “You’re fired.” 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I beg your pardon? 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: I’m trying to hear. 

The SPEAKER: Members, your own member who has asked a question is having great trouble hearing the answer 
because everyone around him is talking. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I was presented with two things: first, a $275 million cost overrun for four years; and, second, 
a $600 million request for a new prison. Nearly $800 million was slapped on my table in the first week. I asked: 
where is the $600 million that the former government promised before the election, saying it was still going to do 
it after the election? I could not find it. Treasurer, is it in the forward estimates? 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: No, I can’t find it. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No, it is not. We will not be letting anybody out of jail. I will tell members what we will not 
be doing. Unlike the former government, we will not be releasing dangerous sex offenders back into the 
community. We will not be releasing on bail a member of the Evil 8 to go and live near a primary school, like the 
former government did. I will tell members another thing we will not be doing. We will not be letting dangerous 
drug dealers go and have a walk with a puppy. That offender was found in Queensland 18 months later, and we 
are still looking for the puppy. 
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